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commonly understood, as an embodiment of definite
historical revelation, it is not easy to conceive a less
narrow one. And, accepting it as the truth, it was
dearer to him than life. That he was sensitively
alive to whatever threatened or opposed it, and was
ready to start up like a soldier, ready to do battle
against any odds and to risk any unpopularity or
misconstruction, was only the sure and natural result
of that deep love and loyalty and thorough soundness
of heart with which he loved his friends, but what he
believed to be truth and God's will better than his
friends. But it is idle and shallow to confuse the
real narrowness which springs from a harsh temper
or a cramped and self-sufficient intellect, and which is
quite compatible with the widest theoretical latitude,
and the inevitable appearance of narrowness and
severity which must always be one side which a man
of strong convictions and earnest purpose turns to
those whose strong convictions and earnest purpose
are opposite to his.

Mr. Keblc, saintly as was his character, if ever
there was such a character, belonged, as we all dos
to his day and generation. The aspect of things and
the thoughts of men change; enlarging, we are
always apt to think, but perhaps really also contract-
ing in some directions where they once were larger.
In Mr. Keblc, the service which he rendered to his
time consisted, not merely, as it is sometimes thought,
in soothing and refining it, but in bracing it He
was the preacher and example of manly hardness,